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Survivors’ Secretariat



To date, over 
22,000 files
have been 
collected. 

What can these 
files tell us?



1. How can historical maps and 
documents support ground search 
efforts?

2. How can historical documents provide 
insight into children’s experiences?

3. How can data tags organize historical 
documents?



How can historical maps and 
documents support ground search 
efforts?
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How can historical 
documents can provide 
insight into children’s 
experiences?



Archival Documents - Activity 



Data Tags

Discipline: Recorded instances of 
corporal punishment.
Resistance: Recorded instances 
of  children and parents 
confronting or challenging the 
staff and institution. 
Run Away: Recorded instances 
of children fleeing the Mohawk 
Institute.



Activity Summary
1. Look at the key themes and people on the 

sticky note. 
2. Read through the documents and mark key 

themes or people as they arise.

3. As similar groups of documents emerge, 
re-read them see what they show. 

4. After 15 mins, we will reconvene as a large 
group and share our insights.



Discipline and Resistance in 1905



Discipline and Resistance in 1905



Charlotte is admitted to the Mohawk Institute in 1871, she is 12 
years old. 

Mary Ann & Charlotte Barnes



Mary Ann & Charlotte Barnes
Charlotte runs away and is sick on October 30th and 31st in 1877. 



Mary Ann & Charlotte Barnes
Mary Ann ran away on January 16, 1877. She was unable to grab 

her outdoor clothes and instead she took the blanket from her bed 
to keep her warm. 



On Tuesday January 23, 1877, Charlotte left the Institute to bring 
her sisters clothing and belongings home.

Mary Ann & Charlotte Barnes



Mary Ann & Charlotte Barnes
On Saturday January 27, 1877, Charlotte and Mary Anne request to 

be re-admitted. 



Mary Ann & Charlotte Barnes
January 31 and February 28, Charlotte is running the machine for 

one week.



On February 13, 1877, Charlotte went home, presumably because 
she was ill. The super intendent plans to find her a situation when 

she is healthy. She is approximately 18 years old. 

Mary Ann & Charlotte Barnes



What can the documents tell us about the conditions that 
Mary Ann and Charlotte experienced  from 1871-1877?

November 1872: 
Approx. 70 children share 
12 towels, likely leading to 
the spread of eye infections.

December 1875: 
The cooking, cleaning and 
laundry is done by the girls. 
In a short time, they will 
baking a greater part of the 
bread required too.

May 1876: 
Ashton wrote: “Refused an 
application for two girls to be 
allowed a few days leaver of 
absence to attend the funeral 
of their sister’s child…”



How data tags can be 
used to organize your 

research?



23,000
Relevant documents 
identified

4,600
Known

students

OVER 100APPROXIMATELY

Meetings between Know History 
and the Survivors’ Secretariat

11,800
Documents collected, 
reviewed, & organized 

32
Thematic
Tags 1600

Key People

33Researchers 
working over a 
year and a half

35 Archives and other 
repositories  identified 
with relevant collections

140 Years of 
operations

750,000Over

Meta datapoints



Questions?

Thank You!


