
Yúusnew̓as
St. Paul's Indian Residential School 
Student Experience Project

For more information about Yúusnew̓as, please visit the Squamish Nation 
website squamish.net or email Yuusnewas@squamish.net



Community 
Collaboration

Community teams are answering questions, 
national collaboration changes the future 
conversation for all.



Problem Statement

NCTR transcripts released 
to community or family

Open access

3rd party shared with consent 
(church – university) 3rd party

Personal record shared 
with consent

Shared with protection
Focused research on 
one school/facility per 
project

Information 
available on a 
student



Public Information

Communities may be unaware of the 
schools and hospitals their community 
members attended.
Public data is only a partial view into the 
history.



Protected Information



Public Records for Squamish Students

Every community will have their own 
map, which shows the distance facilities 
children went to school. Example: 
Squamish children went to 8 other 
schools other than St. Paul’s in the public 
records.



Solution

MOUs and data sharing agreements across 
communities.

Seamless access to the most up to date 
information via a shared Indigenous platform.



MOU

Lead communities
• Have access to public and restricted data and archives 

for specific facilities
• Have rights to make decisions on how to research on 

behalf of all students who are associated with facility

Neighbouring communities
• Have rights to community specific data and archives
• Have data and archives that are critical to the student experience



MOU

Confidentiality and Privacy
• Data cannot be used for any purpose other than 

project and community research 
• Protected data is not for any public release or 

public reporting such as a story or book
• Agreement that release of information could harm

survivors and families, and is not something that can be
repaired legally



Indigenous Analytic Platform

National Indigenous Archives – NIArchives.ca













FATHER

MOTHER

STUDENT

Using a small 
amount of data, we 

can already see 
connections to 

parents, schools, 
and experiences 
with only a few 

clicks.



Questions and Discussion

Ashley Whitworth – Project Director 
for the Yúusnew̓as Project

1.250.744.8243 (text / phone)

Please reach out during this conference 
to chat or let’s connect after. 












