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Where are United Church Records?

The United Church of Canada 
was formed June 10, 1925

• Methodists 
• 12 residential 

institutions
• Presbyterians

• 8 residential 
institutions

• 2 institutions 
remained 
Presbyterian 
after Union.



United Church Records

• Administrative records & correspondence
• Three-council structure
• Missionary societies, Boards and Committees
• Property and financial records
• Missionary personnel files

• Personal papers

• Photo collections, AV materials

• Publications
• Annual reports of missionary societies, church yearbooks
• Periodicals: Christian Guardian, New Outlook, The Observer, Missionary Bulletins
• Library materials

• Regional Council Archives
• Congregational records and sacramental registers

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Approximately 6036 files were reviewed, described and digitized.
-6036 files yielded approximately 30, 000 documents which were described (TRC collected 10,980 documents in their pilot)
-We’ve provided 1537 photographs to the Commission, all described. 
-4276 articles from periodicals were identified, scanned, extracted and described.
-Over 100 audio-visual items were described, digitized and sent.



Searching for Names
Quarterly returns • Yearbooks and school lists

• Administrative correspondence and reports
• Photographs
• Pastoral Charge records –including 

sacramental registers



Access to Records

2021 –Bringing the Children Home 
• Archives teams create hard drives 

for communities with digital 
records

2010 -www.thechildrenremembered.ca

2012 –www.upanddowntthecoast.ca

Publications available online
• 2021 -Christian Guardian
• 2022 –WMS Annual Reports, 

Missionary Monthly



Efforts to improve transparency
• Inventory of all documents known
• Copies of all scanned documents
• Any documents not provided are identified

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes






Ongoing 
digitization for 
broader 
records

Bound volumes, 
ledgers, and 
unbound paper

~1,000,000 
pages of 
archival 
material

345 library materials

65 periodicals



Archival Policies and Practices

• Review and revise acquisition policies
• Review and revise privacy policies
• Establishing anti-oppressive description policies
• Formalizing ethical research policy 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

United Church of Canada Archivists, like professional archivists in any repository, are passionate about preserving information and providing it to the public. We acknowledge however that archives institutions are inherently colonial operations and through their policies and practices can uphold and reinforce colonial power and privilege. 

We hope as we turn over copies of records we can have further conversations with communities about ownership, access and control of their data in these records going forward.  

There are several policies that we have identified needing to review, revise or create –we have already started to work with respect to implementation of UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People, the Steering Committee on Canada’s Archives Response to the Truth and Reconciliation Taskforce, the work done by the First Nations Information Governance Centre, ITK’s National Strategy on Research, we are benefitting in undertaking this work by all the incredible work done by so many in this field. Allies in this work remind us that addressing the many colonial biases and assumptions in recordkeeping and archival practice is long-term and we are committed to hearing from survivors, communities and our partners about how we can continue to and improve support for this work.




Where to get information:

www.unitedchurcharchives.ca

www.thechildrenremembered.ca

archives@united-church.ca

Toll free: 1-800-268-3781 x1101

General Council Archives Website

Photos and institution histories 

Email

Phone

http://www.unitedchurcharchives.ca/
http://www.thechildrenremembered.ca/
mailto:archives@united-church.ca
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